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The United States acquired a title to the public domaiu by
the treaty of peacd, the deeds of cession, the nurchase from
France and Spain, and by extinguisiiing the prioe titles of the
Indian Tribes to all that purtien of the soil which lias been
brought into the market. If the title thus acquired be not
complete, the General Government cannot hold territory by
any title; and that part of the censtitution which provides, that
Congress shall have certain power over the territory belonging
to the United States, and that nothing in that iustrument shall
be so construed as to prejudice the claims of the United States,
or any particular State, is a perféct nulity because no such
claim could possibly exist. |

It is now contended that the limited States have no claim,
that they are acting merely as a trustee; that, in that capacity
they must continne to purchase the Indian titles, to survey and
sell the land, defray all expenses and pay the whole gross pro-
ceeds into the treasuries of the different States. |

And all this is required of the General Government, when
it is contended by the advocates of the disteibuiion, that the
National T'reasury is in a state of bankruptey; when it is ad-
mitted by all, that the national revénue is not more than cqual
to the annual expenditure; and wheu our differences with Great
Britain may soon make it necessary to place the whole country
in a state of defence. If the States had the power of conter-
ring or forcing a trust of this kind upon a foreign enemy, they
might safely expect a continuance peace; for no nation could
venture to encounter their hostiiity, while threatened with the
dreadful penalty of becoming thetr trustee.

'Ihic majority af the committee, in describing the position of
Maryland, proudly remark, that a “high moral cenvictiow of
duty would not permit the sages of the State to abandan Ler
rights through the chances of a doubtful war—the State herself
might fail, and ler claims be forever extinguished.  Your
committee may be permitted here to indicate the centrast Ma-
ryland now presents, to the truthy firmness and pride of her

- position then” ‘

Throughout thejr report, the committee endeavor to show,
that the Governor has abandoned the high position occupied by
the sages of the State; and that his message presents a melan-
choly contrast to the dignified attitude assumed byfthemselves,
As the undersigned concur in the opinions expressed in the mes
sage, they consider it their duty to show that the policy,



